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WOMEN'S 


EMANCIPATION  UNION 


ITS  ORIGIN  AND  ITS  WORK. 


Paper  Eiiad  at  the  Inaugural  Meeting,  Midland 
Institute,  Birmingham,  Oct.  24,  1892. 

IN  April,  1891,  Mrs.  Wolstenholme  Elmy  addressed  a  series 
of  letters  to  the  Manchester  papers  explanatory  of  the  full 
legal  effect  of  the  decision  in  the  then  recent  Clitheroe  case,  and 
of  tibe  conseqaenees  flowii^  tlierefrom.  These  letters  recited 
the  various  stages  of  progress  already  achieved  towards  the 
emancipation  of  the  wife  from  her  l^al  position  of  thrall  or 
chattel,  and  indicated  further  reforms  still  necessary  to  make 
marriage .  legally  what  a  true  marriage  always  is  morally — ^the 
free,  loving,  companionship  of  equal  semis,  recognising  no  lordship 
or  mastery  on  either  side. 

The  letters  were  republished  in  pamphlet  form,  and  widely 
circulated,  with  an  appeal  for  the  active  co-operation  of  persons 
desirous  of  bringing  about  and  kindred  l^al  and  soda! 

reforms.  As  a  consequence  of  this  appeal,  Mrs.  Elmy  received  so 
many  ezpresrions  of  an  urgent  dedre  thiU;  some  society  should 
be  formed  for  Uie  purpose  of  bringii^  about  these  amendments 
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of  the  law  and  of  social  usage,  that  in  the  autumn  of  the  year 
she  prepared  and  issued,  with  tiie  concurrence  <rf  a  few  friends, 

the  following  programme  of  the  Women's  Emancipation  Union  : — 

An  Apy^M=^  of  wodmn  to  secure  tiie  political,  social,  and 
eoonomic  independence  of  women. 

This  Union  daims  for  women : — 

1.  Equality  of  right  and  duty  with  men  in  all  matters  affecting 

the  service  of  the  community  and  of  the  State. 

2.  Equality  <rf  oppatimdtj  for  sdf-devdopinmt  by  Hob  edue^ 

tion  of  the  schools  and  of  life. 

3.  Equality  in  industry  by  equal  freedom  of  choice  of  career. 

4.  Equality  in  marriage  and  equahty  of  parental  rights. 

This  was  f dlowed  up  two  months  later  by  suggestions  for 

practical  work  during  the  winter,  and  through  the  approaching 
Sescdon.  The  Union,  it  will  be  observed,  is  not  a  mere  Su£Grage 
Society,  its  urns  reaching  f uriiher  and  deeper  tilian  the  simple 
acquisition  of  the  Parliamentary  franchise,  which  nevertheless 
its  members  regard  as  at  cmce  ike  seeoiity  for  what  measure  (tf 
justice  has  already  been  achieved,  the  leverage  by  which  further 
retems  can  be  most  i|>eedily  effected,  and  the  efficient  mechanism 
by  which  that  womanly  and  motherly  influence,  as  necessary  in 
the  great  housdiold  of  the  nation  as  in  the  lesser  group  of  the 
family,  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  stining  sodal  and 
pcdiUcal  problems  of  the  time.  The  conditions  of  the  hour 
indicated  clearly  that  the  daim  to  the  Parliamentary  franchise 
for  women,  married  and  unmarried  alike,  was  the  reform  most 
UksAj  to  be  readily  won,  and  most  immediately  fruitful  in  great 
results.  The  measure  supported  by  the  Union  was  the  Bill  first 
introduced  by  Mr.  Haldane  in  August^  the  terms  of  which 
were : — 

1.  In  all  Acts  of  Parliammt  relating  to  the  right  to  vote  at  parlisr 
mentary,  municipal,  local,  and  other  elections,  words  importing  the 
Tiff^^^Miiwfcft  gender  shall  be  deemed  to  include  wonmt 

%  No  womm  AaHl  be  subject  to  kgal  inespaoity  from  voting  at 
such  elections  by  reason  of  coverture. 


3.  No  person  shall  be  disqualified  from  being  elected  or  appointed  to, 
w  from  filling  or  holding,  any  offioe  or  positkmi  nmely  by  reesoii  that 
such  poracm  is  a  wcnnan,  or,  being  a  woman,  is  under  covertore. 

4.  This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  Women's  Disabilities  Removal  Act. 

The  first  two  clauses  of  this  Bill,  when  carried  into  law,  will 
not  only  confer  the  full  right  of  the  Parliamentary  vote  upon  all 
duly  qualified  women,  whether  married,  unmarried,  or  widowed ; 
but  will  determine  in  favour  of  qualified  married  women  the 
vexed  and  comj^cated  question  of  ^nm  right  to  vote  in  various 
local  elections ;  their  votes  in  such  elections  being  frequently, 
(though  not  uniformlyy)  and  perhaps  ille^dly,  rejected  cm  ikB 
ground  that  they  are  married. 

In  support  of  this  Bill,  Mr.  Haldane  presented  on  April  27th 
last,  on  behalf  of  the  Union,  a  petition  with  2,156  signatures, 
including  many  well  known  and  distinguished  names.  But  when 
it  became  manifest  that  the  Bill  w<nild  not^  m  could  not^  be 
seriously  pressed  during  the  Session  of  1892  (Mr.  Haldane's  Bill 
stood  as  fourth  order  for  A^il  27th),  the  Union  gave  their  hearty 
and  undivided  support  to  the  Bill  introduced  by  Sir  A.  Bolliti 
which  had  secured  the  first  place  on  April  27th,  and  which  did 
not,  as  some  recent  measures  had  done,  insultingly  provide  for 
the  exclusion  of  the  married  woman  from  the  enfranchisement 
offiared  to  her  unmarried  and  widowed  costers,  but  would,  had  it 
become  law,  have  enfranchised  a  considerable  number  of  duly 
qualified  married  women.  The  Woraw's  Emancipation  Unira 
held  that  a  measure  which,  though  not  going  so  far  as  tiidr  own 
ultimate  aims  demand,  yet  struck  so  deadly  a  blow  at  the  two 
disabilities  of  sex  and  coverture,  and  put  no  barrier  to  further 
progress,  deserved  the  earnest  support  of  every  honest  suffragist. 
Nor  were  they  willing  to  lose  the  favourable  occasion  offiared  by 
the  concurrence  of  a  good  place  for  the  Bill,  making  a  debate  and 
division  practically  certain, — a  Iieader  of  the  House  well  known  to 
be  a  supporter  of  Women's  Suffrage,  and  a  majority  of  members 
nominally  pledged  to  the  principle.  They  therefore  did  every- 
tiling  within  the  limits  of  their  power  by  petiti<ming,  writing  to 
members,  lectures,  and  meetings,  to  secure  a  favourable  division. 
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Some  of  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Union  spent  the  after- 
Bdon  ci  tke  26tii  ApeH  in  interviewing  members  at  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  so  successful  were  they  that  they  venture  to 
expresB  their  hope  that  still  more  substantial  and  effective  work 

of  a  similar  kind  may  be  undertaken  on  the  eve  of  the  next  debate 
in  the  House  of  Commons. 

■ 

The  Parliamentary  opponents  of  the  Enfranchisement  of 
Women  evidently  felt  that  the  occasion  was  critical,  and  put  forth 
all  their  enwgies  to  defeat  Ihe  Bfll.  An  urgent  whip  against  it, 
signed  by  leading  representatives  of  each  of  the  existing  political 
parties^  was  ksaed.  Not  only  so,  but  Mr.  Gladstone  himself 
personally  intervened  (for  the  fourth  time)  to  prevent  the  recogni- 
tion of  women  as  capable  citizens*  Six  days  before  the  debate  he 
published  a  letter,  addressed  to  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  who  had  given 
notice  that  he  would  move  the  rejection  of  the  Bill,  denouncing 
the  measure,  and  ui^ently  appealing  to  the  House  of  €k>mmonsto 
refuse  it  a  second  reading.  With  the  feeble  and  frivolous  argu- 
ramts  tins  letter  this  is  not  the  place  to  deal  They  were 
one  and  all  vitiated  by  the  arrogant  assumption,  to  which  it  is  the 
province  of  the  Women's  Emandpation  Union  to  give  ihe  most 
emphatic  denial,  that  the  male  half  of  humanity  has  the  right  to 
dictate  to  the  other  half  the  limits  of  their  '^sphere,''  capacities, 
and  duties ;  that  women  are,  in  effect,  imperfect  human  beings, 
needing  the  continual  guidance  and  control  of  the  sex  which  has 
usurped  antiunrity.   More  to  the  point  is  the  efEset  on  the  division. 

The  examination  of  the  division  list  and  list  of  pairs  shows 
that  of  the  last  Gladctonian  Ministry,  five  ecc-Cabinet  Ministers, 
Mr.  Gladstone,  Sir  William  Harcourt,  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre,  Mr. 
Mundel^  and  Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman,  voted  agamst  the 
enfranchisement  of  women ;  whilst  three,  Mr.  Childers,  Mr.  John 
Morley,  and  Sir  George  Trevelyan,  did  not  vote ;  and  one,  Mr. 
Stansfeld,  paired  for  the  seeond  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Of  other  Gladstonian  ex-officials,  Mr.  Woodall  was  the  only 
<me  who  recorded  Ins  vote  in  favoor  of  women's  suffrage.  Five 
others,  Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour,  Mr.  E.  W.  Duff,  Sir  Lyon  Playfair,  Sir 
Charles  Bussell,  and  Mr.  C.  £.  ^>encer9  took  no  part  on  eitiier 
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side ;  whilst  fourteen  ex-officials,  Mr.  Asher,  Mr.  C.  D.  T.  Acland, 
Mr.  Broadhnrst^  Mr.  Bryce,  Sir  Horace  Davey,  Mr.  Cyril  Moww, 
Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler,  Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone,  Mr.  Leveson  Gower, 
Mr.  Marjoiibanks,  Mr.  Arnold  Morlay,  Mr.  Osborne  Morgan,  Su* 
E.  J.  Beed,  and  Sir  U.  K.  Shuttleworth,  either  voted  or  paired 
for  continuing  the  political  outlawry  id  every  woman  in  the  lanL 

Had  the  five  ex-Oabinet  Ministers  and  the  fourteen  ex-officials 
who  voted  against  the  Bill  voted  for  the  AnfrAnphif^mCTt  of 
women,  the  second  reading  of  Qir  A.  BoUit^s  BiU  would  have  been 
carried  by  a  majority  of  fifteen ;  so  that  it  is  not  too  much  to 
say  that  on  this  f oorth  oocasion,  as  cm  the  tiiree  previous  <mes, 
the  frustration  of  the  hopes  of  women  was  directly  due  to  Mr, 
Gladstone  and  to  the  inconsistency  and  want  <rf  fidelity  to  their 
professed  principles  of  justice,  as  against  mere  prerogative,  of  the 
nominal  leaders  of  the  Liberal  party. 

Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  all  these  eflForts,  and  in  spite  also  of 
gross  misrepresentations  of  the  character  and  scope  of  the  £ill» 
the  majority  against  the  measure  nmnbered  only  23 — a  safiicirat 
mark,  this,  of  the  progress  the  question  has  of  recent  years  made 
in  public  opmion. 

The  analysis  of  the  division,  including  pairs  and  tellers,  gives 
the  following  interesting  results : — 

FOB  THB  BILL. 


Conservatives   92 ;  of  these,  known  friends, ...  78 

Gladstonians   67;  „  ....  48 

HomeBolen   12;  „  ....  7 

Liberal  Unionists    18;  ....  13 


179  186 


AOAnrsr  thb  bill, 

...  84 ;  of  these,  known  foes  40 

...84;  „   31 

••    7;  „    0 

•••  27;  „   16 


Totals   202  87 


TotidB. . . . 

. 

Conservatives  . . . 
Gladstonians 
Home  Bnlers  . . « 
Liberal  Unionists 
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It  should  be  further  noted  that,  of  the  202  opponents  of  the 
Bill,  thirty-tiiree  had,  in  earlier  years,  supported  Woman't 
Suffrage  ;  of  these,  twenty-two  were  Gladstonian  Liberals. 

The  Women's  Emancipation  Union  desire  here  to  record  the 
expression  of  their  earnest  thanks  to  the  179  friends  of  justice  to 
womm  who  oa  ihis  occasion  supported  their  claim  to  the  rights 
of  free  citizens.  More  especially  do  they  record  their  gratitude 
to  the  Right  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour,  the  then  leader  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  not  only  voted  for  lAe  Bill,  but  in  an  able  and 
interesting  speech  defended  the  claim  of  women  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary franchise.  They  venture  to  ac»ure  the  partizans  <tf  mere 
male  prerogative,  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Balfour  himself,  that  "  this 
question  will  i^ain  arise,  menacing  and  ripe  for  solution aad 
they  accept  it  as  their  proud  privilege  to  assist  in  speeding  the 
utter  rout  of  narrow  selfishness  and  blind  injustice. 

As  soon  as  it  became  apparent  that  the  General  Ejection  would 
take  place  in  the  early  summer,  the  Women's  Emancipation 
Union  took  acthre  steps,  not  only  through  tiimr  own  members, 
but  also  through  friends  and  correspondents  all  over  the  country, 
to  enlighten  local  public  (^nnion  with  regard  to  Women's  Suf^age, 
and  to  ascertain  the  riews  of  candidates.  They  did  not  relax 
Uieir  efforts  throughout  and  beyond  the  period  of  the  Election. 
l%e  results  up  to  this  date  show  that  in  tibe  new  House  of 
Commons  there  are  270  avowed  friends  of  Women's  Suffrage,  as 
i^amst  129  known  oppramts. 

The  Union  ask  their  friends  to  continue  this  active  educational 
work;  and  to  spare  no  pains  in  tiiie  months  yet  before  them,  so 
that  when  the  question  is  brought  before  Parliament  next  Session, 
a  dear  majority  of  the  House  may  be  ranged  on  the  side  of  that 
larger  human  justice  which  recognises  and  indudes  women.  They 
further  urge  their  friends  to  hold  themselves  prepared  for  im- 
mediate action  should  the  question  be  raised  in  an  unexpected 
form. 

They  take  this  oppcn^tunity  of  thanking  Uiose  friends  who  gave 

them  vigorous  help  throughout  the  electoral  campaign,  and  the  \ 
many  othws  who  have  assisted  throughout  the  year  by  contributing 


[  letters,  paragraphs,  and  notes  to  local  newspapers.    They  ask  the 
i  continuance  and  extension  of  this  effective  mode  of  operation. 
Li  Norember  last,  Mrs.  Mcllquham,  on  behalf  of  the  Union, 
raised  a  discusdon  at  Cheltenham,  and  carried  a  resolution 
affirming  that  the  ikifranchisemdnt  of  Women  was  the  most 
urgently  needed  of  all  Parliamentary  reforms  ;  and  in  December 
she  read  before  the  Bedmmstw  Habitation  of  the  Primrose 
I  League  her  valuable  paper,  entitled,  **  The  Enfranchisement  of 
I  Womrai :  an  Andent  lUght,  a  Modern  Need.^     Mrs.  Ashton 
^  Saunderson,  of  Hull,  has  aided  the  great  work  of  the  Union,  not 
only  by  her  action  on  the  Hull  School  Board,  but  by  her  many 
addresses  and  speedies  in  support  of  equal  jostiee  to  women.  In 
March,  Mrs.  Elmy  addressed  meetings  at  Hull  (three)  and  Leeds ; 
and  in  Afunl  she  spoke  at  Harrogate,  Simdwland,  Neweasde- 
on-Tyne,  Islington,  Leicester,  and  Bedford.    At  most  of  these 
meetings,  petitions  to  Parliament  in  favour  of  Women's  Sufficage 
and  memorials  to  political  leaders  and  local  members  were 
unanimously  adopted. 

The  literature  of  ike  Union  (see  Appendix  A)  has  been  exten- 
sively circulated.  Of  Mrs.  Mcllquham's  valuable  pamphlet  on  the 
£af  randusement  of  Women,  8,000  c<^ie8  have  been  already  issued, 
whilst  more  than  15,000  copies  of  that  part  of  it  reliving  to  tiie 
local  franchises  enjoyed  by  women  have  been  distribnted  as  a 
leaflet,  with  good  effect  in  inducing  women  to  make  wise  use 
of  their  local  elections. 

The  thanks  ci  the  Uniim  are  especially  due  to  Mt.  C.  M. 
Beaumont,  Mrs.  Mona  Caird,  Mr.  John  Boyd  Kinnear,  Mrs. 
McUquham,  and  the  writer  of  the  Dialogue,"  for  valuaUe 
contributions  to  their  literature ;  and  also  to  Lord  Shand,  for 
kindly  permitting  the  reproduction  and  circulation  of  his  letter 
to  the  Tmes  on  the  "Law  of  Husband  M  Wife.'' 

The  Divorce  Bill,  first  introduced  in  1889  by  Dr.  Hunter,  Mr. 
Gobb,  Mn  Asquith,  Mr.  Fenwick,  and  Mr.  Hubert  Qwdner,  and 
reintroduced  each  subsequent  Session  without  being  considered 
by  the  House,  came  on  for  dia^uunon  somewhat  unexpectedly  on 
the  26th  April  last,  when  the  second  reading  was  defeated  in  a 
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small  House.  In  the  course  of  the  debate  exception  was  taken 
to  the  fact  that  a  measure  gravely  altering  the  law  of  England 
should  be  introduced  by  a  Scottish  member ;  Dr.  Hunter  there- 
fore suggested  that  an  English  member  should  be  found  to  inteo- 
duce  the  Bill  next  Session.  The  Women's  Emancipation  Union  have 
now  pleasure  in  luinouncing  that  Mr.  Frank  Lockwood,  Q.C.,  has 
promised  to  take  charge  of  the  Bill.  They  take  this  opportunity 
of  tendering  their  hearty  thanks  to  Mr.  Lockwood,  as  well  as  to 
the  five  gentlemen  who  have  hitherto  been  the  sponsors  of  the 
Bill ;  and  of  expressing  their  hope  that  Mr.  Asquith  in  particular, 
now  that  he  is  in  a  position  to  do  tso,  will  give  such  effective 
support  to  the  measure  as  shall  secure  the  removal  during  the 
^ coming  Session  of  the  shameful  and  immoral  inequality  as  between 
I  husband  and  wife  of  the  English  law  of  divorce.  Mr.  Asquitili 
should  feel  himself  the  more  bound  to  do  this  inasmuch  as  he 
not  only  voted,  but  spoke  (and  somewhat  bitterly)  on  the  27th  of 
\April  last^  against  permitting  to  women  even  an  indirect  voice  in 
^e  making  of  the  laws  to  which  they  are  compelled  to  submit. 
,  In  answer  to  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Women's 
Emancipation  Union,  urging  the  re-introduction  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  of  the  Devolution  of  Estates  Bill,  first  introduced 
in  1884,  and  again  m  1889,  by  Sir  Horaee  Davey,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  stated  that  although  he  could  not  at  present  undertake 
that  the  Government  would  deal  with  the  question  in  the  coming 
Session,  he  was  yet  entirely  in  favour  of  the  amendments  of  the 
law  proposed  by  the  Bill,  and  would  be  glad  to  see  such  a 
measure  become  law.  As  this  Bill  would  remove  all  the 
injustices  from  which  women  at  present  suffer  under  the  law  of 
uitestacy,  and  would  place  male  and  female  hdrs  on  a  footing 
of  perfect  equality,  the  Women's  Emancipation  Union  intend  to 
persevere  in  their  efforts  to  secure  the  re-introduction  of  the  j^U, 
if  possible,  as  a  Government  measure,  and  to  insure  its  early 
passing  into  law. 

The  Liberal  party  being  deeply  pledged  to  deal  during  the 
coming  Session  with  measures  creating  Parish  and  District 
Councils,  the  Women's  Emancipation  Union  strenuously  urge  the 


necessity  of  ihe  fall  and  frank  recc^nitum  id  the  andent  rights 

of  women  in  parochial  government,  and  demand  that  in  any 
proposed  l^islatioa  those  rights  be  affirmed  and  extended. 

They  seek,  further,  the  removal  of  each  and  all  of  the  present 
anomalies  of  local  government  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  women 
to  vote  and  be  voted  for,  married  and  nnmarried  alike.  They 
claim  nothing  less  for  women  than  perfect  equality  of  right  with 
men  as  regards  social  and  political  function  and  duty — ihsA  sex 
shall  be  no  longer  a  barrier  to  the  exercise  of  individual  capacity, 
that  ike  community  shall  no  longer  be  defrauded  of  the  services 
of  one  half  of  its  capable  members. 

They  affirm,  in  short,  that  women,  equally  with  men,  are 
human  beings,  and  as  such  are.  entitled  and  resolved  to  take  their 
part  in  public  duty,  and  to  have  an  effective  voice  in  determining 
the  conditions  under  which  they  live.  This  is  their  abiding 
principle.  Their  policy  as  a  Union  is  to  stand  aloof  from  party 
trammels,  believing  as  tiiey  do  that  justice  to  half  the  human 
race  involves  considerations  larger  and  deeper  than  any  of  the 
questions  which  divide  contending  political  partisans;  to  turn 
party  exigencies  to  the  service  of  justice ;  and  to  move  steadily 
along  the  line  of  least  resistance  to  the  destined  goal.  When  the 
slavery  of  sex  shall  have  been  abolished,  and  the  reign  of  justice 
and  freedom  shall  have  been  inaugurated,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
will  their  work  be  accomplished. 

They  now  appeal,  in  view  of  what  they  have  already  accom- 
plished, and  of  the  task  still  before  them,  for  tiie  help  of  all 
lovers  of  justice.  They  ask  the  rich  to  give  largely  and  freely 
of  their  wealth,  that  so  the  financial  burden  may  not  press  too 
heavily  on  those  who  are  not  endowed  with  this  world's  goods, 
but  who  are  contributing  lavishly  of  their  faculty,  their  time, 
their  labour,  their  very  lives.  They  ask  those  who  have  worked 
strenuously  not  to  "weary  in  well-doing,"  the  laggaids  they 
entsmtt  to  quicken  thmr  pace  and  join  tibe  ranks — fiom  each  and 
all  they  ask  active  sympathy  and  practical  support. 


INAUGURAL  MEETING. 


At  the  inaugural  meeting  of  the  Women's  Emancipation  Union, 
held  at  the  Midlimd  Instittite,  Bimingham,  24th  Octoher,  1892, 
Mi's.  Mcllquham,  P.L.G.,  in  the  chair,  it  was  moved  by  Mrs. 
Aditon  Saunderson,  seconded  hy  Mrs.  McKinneli  saj^rted  by 
Airs.  Eansom,  Mrs.  Mary  Cozens,  and  Mrs.  Eollason,  and  unani- 
mously resolved: 

^  That  this  Unicm,  beUeving  that  the  recognitiop  and  establishaiwt 
<d  the  equal  political^  social,  and  human  rights  of  women  with  men  is 

the  most  important  and  urgently  pressing  of  all  reforms,  pledge  them 
selves  to  use  every  legitimate  means  to  secure  this  recognition  and 
estabiishmeDt.'' 

It  was  further  moved  by  Mm!  Eollason,  seconded  by  Miss 

Smith,  supported  by  Mrs.  Partridge,  and  unanimously  resolved : 

That  the  practical  management  of  the  Women's  Emancipation 
Uni<m  vest  for  the  present  in  a  ooonoil  crasiflting  of  the  following 
persons: 


Mrs.  Ashton  Saunderson 

]Mr.  John  Bayly 

Mr.  C.  M.  Beaumont ' 

Mr.  Jcim  Boyd  Kinnear 

Mrs.  Mona  Caird 

Miss  Colby 

Mm.  Ibry  Ooorais 

The  Lady  Florence  Dixie 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Grenfell 

Mrs.  lisoigdon  Down 


Mrs.  McKinnel 

Mrs.  Mcllquham 
Dr.  Kate  MitcheU 
Mrs.  Poehin 
A.  E.  Schaw  Protlieroe 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Smith 
Mrs.  Agnes  Sonley 
Mrs.  Jessy  Williams 
Mrs.  Wolstenholme  Elmy 
Miss  Anna  M.  Young 
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That  Mrs.  Ehuy  be  the  Secretary  of  the  Umon,  and  that  all  other 
Bseontive  Offioen  be  i^pointed  by  the  ConneiL 

"  That  it  be  an  instmetaon  to  the  Council  to  conrider  and  report  at  the 
next  general  meeting  of  members  upon  a  practical  workable  scheme  for 
a  truly  m^ional  organisation." 

It  was  moved  by  Mrs.  Wolstenholme  Elmy,  seconded  by  Mrs. 
Agnes  Sunley,  supported  by  Mrs.  BoUason,  and  carried  with 
acclamation : 

'^That  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  Mrs. 
McUquham,  P.L.G.,  not  only  for  her  able  oonduot  in  the  chair  on  this 
oeoaMOPy  hot  abo  for  her  constant  and  unwearjdng  s^rvioe  to  the  caose 
of  womanhood." 


CONFERENCE. 


At  ihe  CoEiferrace  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Women's 
Emancipation  Union,  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Oolmore  Row, 
Binaingham,  ou  Tuesday  aad  Wednesday,  October  25th  and 
26th,  1892,  the  following  papers  were  read,  and  ike  following 
resolutions  and  memorials  adopted  : — 

On  Tuesday,  26^1  October,  at  11  a.m.  Mr.  Councillor  F, 
Martineau  in  the  chair.  After  the  Chairman's  opening  speech, 
a  paper  was  read  by  Mrs.  Mcliquham,  P  Ji.G.,  on  "  The  Eights 
and  Duties   of   Women  in  Local  Government ; "  and  one  on 

The  Need  of  Women  as  Poor-Law  Guardians/'  by  Mrs.  Agnes 
Sunley. 

It  was  moved  by  Mrs.  A.  C.  Osier  : 

^'That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Conference,  no  scheme  for  the 
formation  of  district  or  parish  councils  will  be  satisfactory  that 
does  not  secure  to  women  tiie  same  right  to  elect  and  to  be  elected 
which  they  now  possess  in  parochial  government,'' 

The  resolution  was  eeoonded  by  Mrs.  Ashton  Saunderson 

(Hull),  and  after  being  spoken  to  by  Mrs.  Ashford,  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Matthews,  Mrs.  Kollas<M[^  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Smith,  was  unanimously 
adopted;  as  was  also  the  following  memorial,  moved  by  Mrs. 
Ashford,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Eoilason,  and  ordered  to  be  signed 
by  the  Chairman  on  behalf  of  the  Conference,  and  duly 
forwarded : 

"  To  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  H.  Fowler,  M.P.,  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  This  memorial  of  a  Conference  held  at  the 
Grand  Hotel,  Gdmore  Bow,  Bmningham,  on  Tuesday,  25th  October,. 
1892,  respectfully  showeth  that  no  scheme  for  the  formation  of  disteict 
or  parish  coimcils  will  be  satisfactory  which  does  not  secure  to  women 
thesMoer^it  to  elect,  and  to  be  elected,  which  they  now  possess  in 


13 


parodiial  govenun^t.  That  your  menKNrialiflts  desire  farther  to  point 
out  that  under  the  present  confused  and  anomalous  conditions  of  our 
varying  forms  of  local  government  women  may  elect  to  mimicipal  and 
county  conncils,  but  may  not  themsdves  be  elected,  whilst  to  boards  of 
guardians,  rural  sanitary  authorities,  and  seiiool  boards,  married 
women  may  be  elected,  but  may  not  themselves  elect ;  that  the 
necessities  of  our  modem  life  urgently  demand  the  active  oo-operaticn 
<tf  women  in  every  dqpartnmit  of  local  administcation;  that  your 
memorialists  therefore  pray  that  you  will,  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  introduce  and  support  such  legislation  only  with  regard 
to  local  goveaxmetAf  as  shall  recognise  and  ^gfaAl^^  the  equal  r^hts  <^ 
women,  married  aad  unmarried  alike,  with  men—to  elect  and  to  be 
elected — shall  sweep  away  the  existing  anomalies  and  contradictions, 
and  shall  secure  to  the  community  the  advantage  of  the  efficient 
services  of  the  womanly  feeling,  exp^i^ice,  and  intellect  of  the 
naticm.   And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray." 

At  3-30  p.m.  Mrs.  BoUason  took  the  chair,  and  after  her 
opening  speech  Idra.  Mox^an-!l%x>wne,  in  ihe  unavoidable  absence 
through  illness  of  Mr.  J.  Boyd  Kinnear,  read  his  paper  on  "The 
Education  of  Women." 
■  The  following  resolution  was  moved  by  Principal  Heath,  Mason 
College,  Birmingham,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Moi^-Browne,  and 
after  being  spoken  to  by  Mrs.  Ashford,  Mrs.  Saunderson,  and 
several  other  ladies,  was  unanimously  adopted : 

"That  the  time  has  now  come  when,  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  women 
themselves,  but  also  for  the  use  and  service  of  the  whole  community, 
every  educatkNoal  advantage  and  opportonity  ahould  be  open  to  women 
equatty  wii^  men,  and  every  restriction  ;^aced  npcm  intellect  ,and 
capacity  on  the  groimd  of  sex  should  be  abolished." 

The  subjoined  memorial,  moved  by  Mrs.  Wolstenholme  Elmy, 
and  seconded  by  Miss  SouthaU^  was  also  unanimously  agreed  to : 

''To  the  Right  Honourable  Arthur  H.  Dyke-Acland,  M.P.,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  y^^i/mtion 

"  This  Mem<Mrial  of  a  Conference,  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Birmmgham, 
on  Tuesday,  25th  October,  1892 ; 
Bespectfully  showeth : 

"That,  whife  the  inqiectors  <^  public  dementary  schools  are  sent  to 

boys'  and  girls'  schools  alike,  the  office  of  inspector  (with  the  exceptions 


of  directress  of  needlework,  and  inspectress  of  cookery  and  laundry  work) 
has  been  hitherto  conferred  on  mm  only ;  that  experienoe  has  abun- 
dautiy  shown  that  w<nnen  make  as  good  instructors  of  young  penoos  as 
mm  do,  and  has  proved  them  to  be  in  many  respects  more  efficient 
teachers  than  men.  That  your  memorialists  are  of  opinion  that  if  a  fair 
oppartunity  wwe  gnmted  to  women  it  would  be  f otmd  that  thdr  agoiM 
capabiliMeB  would  make  equally  effective  in  some,  and  superior  in 
other  respects,  for  the  general  work  of  inspection ;  that  it  is  altogether 
impossible  that  men,  however  thoroughly  trained,  and  howevw  mnoii 
they  have  kanoed  by  practioal  experience,  can  be  as  suitable  for  the 
inspection  of  girls'  schools,  or  of  some  departments  of  mixed  schools,  as 
women  would  naturally  be,  while  in  the  schools  some  things  for  which 
their  education  aiad  sympathies  eqwdally  fit  tiiem  would  be  mcne 
readily  pnoeived  by  women  tium  by  men.  We  therefore  respectfully 
request  that  you  will  take  into  consideration  the  claims  and  the 
qualifications  of  women  for  the  office  of  iospeetor  of  schools,  and 
that  in  making  the  next  additioa  to'  the  staff  you  will  be  pleased  to 
ai^Mint  one  or  more  of  such  ladies  as  shall  appear  to  be  in  other  respects 
duly  qualified  for  this  responsible  office." 

Mm.  Ashtoa  Saunderson  then  read  Mr.  C.  M.  Beaumont's 
paper  on  "Women  and  the  Law  Courts,"  and  the  following  resolu- 
tion, moved  by  Mrs.  Agnes  Sunley,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Mcllquham, 
and  supported  by  Mrs.  Ehny,  was  unanimously  adopted 

"That  this  Oonferaice  urges  upon  women  of  matoe  yean  and 
established  pontion  the  duty  of  exercising,  for"  the  protection  of  their 
sister  women  and  in  the  interests  of  public  morality  and  justice,  their  i 
right,  as  a  part  of  the  public,  to  attend  our  courts  id  jostioe  to  witness! 
legal  inooeedingB.''  w 

On  Wednesday,  26th  October,  the  Conference  re-assembled  at 
1 1  a.m.,  Air.  W.  B.  Smith  presiding.  The  Chairman  read  the 
following  resolution,  which  had  been  forwarded  from  a  Con- 
ference of  the  Women's  Liberal  Association  at  Bristol : 

"  That  this  Committee  desires  to  express  its  earnest  sympathy  with 
the  aim  of  the  Birmiugham  Couferooce  to  ^TO^nd  the  legal  pofiitioii  of 
women,  being  well  aware  that  no  nation  can  prosper  as  it  ought  while 
one  half  of  the  people  are  unenfranchised^  and  |daoed  under  the  absolute 
rule  of  the  other  half.'' 
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After  Hie  Chairman's  opening  speech,  Mrs,  Eollason,  on  behalf 
of  the  Lady  Florence  Dixie,  read  the  paper  entitled  "  Woman's 
Position :  Social,  Physical,  and  PoKtical,''  and  Mrs.  Cozens  f ol 
lowed  with  the  paper  "Why  do  Women  Want  the  Franchise?" 
writt^  fm  the  Ckmf wence  by  Mrs.  Mona  Gaird. 

Ma.  McUquham  Hioved : 

"  That  this  Conference,  believing  that  the  recognition  and  establish- 
ment of  the  equal  political,  social,  and  human  rights  <rf  womsn  with  mea 
is  the  most  important  and  urgently  pressing  of  all  re&Hrms,  pledges 
itsdf  to  use  every  legitimate  means  to  secure  this  recognition  and 
establishment.^ 

The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  Morgan-Browne,  and 
having  been  spoken  to  by  Mrs.  Saunderson,  Mrs.  BoUason,  Mrs. 
Ashford,  Mrs.  Cozens,  Miss  Sonthall,  Mrs.  Lawrenson,  Mrs.  Elmy, 
and  others,  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  copies  were  ordered 
to  be  forwarded  to  the  leaders  of  each  of  the  political  parties, 
and  to  the  members  for  Birmingham. 

At  S-30  p.m.  Mrs.  A.  C.  Osier  took  the  chair,  and  after  her 
opening  address,  Mrs.  Wolstenholme  Elmy  spoke  on  The  Work 
of  the  Coming  Session;"  after  which  the  Bev.  J.  C.  Street  moved, 
Mrs,  McKinnel  seconded,  and  Mrs.  Saunderson,  Mrs.  Ashford, 
Mrs.  BoUason,  and  other  ladies  supported  the  following  rasolu* 
tion,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

''That  this  Conference  recognises  the  importance  of  the  practical 
ivogramme  placed  before  it,  and  pledges  itself  to  vigorous  eflfort  in 
Older  to  secure  the  passing  into  of  the  Dev<Moa  <^  Bstates 
Kll  and  the  Divorce  Bill,  and  of  measures  securing  to  women  equal 
rights  with  men  in  matters  of  local  administration,  and  the  power  mA 
protection  of  the  PadiaiiMntacy  franchise." 

Hearty  votes  of  thanks  to  Miss  C.  J.  Smith  for  the  great  labour 

she  had  given,  and  the  tact  and  skill  she  had  shown  in  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  Conference,  and  to  the  Birmingham  friends  for  thmr 
generous  hospitality  to  their  visitors,  closed  the  proceedings  of 
the  Conference,  which  had  been  throughout  interesting,  ^^nimatrftd, 
and  beqamify  raithusiastie. 


PUBLIC  MEETING, 


A  PUBLIC  meetug  in  support  of  tiie  daim  of  women  to  the 
Pu>Iiamenta]y  Franchise  was  also  held  on  Wednesday,  26th 
October,  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  Birmingham,  in  ccmnection  with 
tiie  Conference ;  Mr.  Conncillor  Lancaster  presiding.  Amongst 
those  present  were  Mrs.  Morgan-Browne,  Mrs.  W.  Elmy 
(Congleton),  Mrs.  Mcllquham,  Mrs.  Eollason,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  C.  Osier,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Street  and  Mrs.  Street,  Mr. 
W.  B.  Smith,  Mr.  Frank  Wright,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  B.  Smith, 
Mrs.  Saunderson,  Miss  W.  H.  Eyland,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Reid,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Partridge,  Mrs.  Ashford,  Mrs.  Bansom,  Mrs.  FeUowes, 
Mrs.  Fanow,  Sfos.  Heap,  &c.    Letters  of  apology  were  read  from 
Mr.  W.  S.  B.  McLaren,  MP.,  Mr.  Haldane,^Q.C.,  M.P.,  CounciUor 
Martinean,  and  others.   Mr.  McLaren  wrote  expressing  his  sym- 
pathy with  the  movement  for  the  "  emancipation  or  the  enfran- 
chiseinent  of  wwnen."   «  The  great  majority  of  public  men/'  tbe 
writer  added,  ''shrank  from  all  discussion  of  the  subject,  aad 
instead  of  meeting  the  supporterB  of  the  moFement  in  open 
debate,  they  tried  by  underhand  means  to  prevent  any  debate  at 
all.   I^rom  the  Cabinet  nught  be  expected  iMolata  hostilifcj, 
though  they  would  no  doubt  leave  the  question  nominally  open. 
The  friends  of  the  movement  would  also  have  to  meet  the 
intrigues  of  Mr.  Laboucha*e  and  some  others  who  had  been  only 
too  successful  in  the  past.    Nevertheless,  if  a  good  day  was  secured 
lor  the  debate  in  next  Session,  he  believed  the  second  reading  of  the 
Kll  would  be  carried.    It  depended  upon  women  in  the  mAi^Tptjmt 
to  impress  upon  membm  of  Pariiamrat  that  they  were  rtally 
in  earnest 
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Mr.  A.  C.  Osbr  moved,  Mrs.  Bcdlason  seeonded,  and  the  Bev. 

J.  C.  Street,  Mr.  Frank  Wright,  and  Mrs.  Morgan-Browne 
supported  the  foUowing  resokitimiy  which  was  carried  with  three 
dissentients : 

That  this  meeting  daims  for  wommi  on  equal  terms  wiUi  man  the 

protection  and  power  of  the  Parliamentary  vote,  and  that  a  copy  of 
this  resolution  be  sent  to  each  of  the  members  for  Birmingham.'' 

Letters  of  qrmpathy  with  the  objects  of  the  Conference, 
and  of  r^ret  at  anavoidaUe  absence,  wwe  recdved  from 

the  following  amongst  many  others,  but  owing  to  their  great 
number  they  could  n<A  be  read :  Mrs.  Beard,  Gloucester ;  Hr.  J.  W. 
Barrs,  Leicester ;  Miss  Bremner,  London  ;  Mrs.  Carter,  Bedford ; 
Mn.  Evans,  OjdcNrd;  Miss  Gray,  P^izance;  Mrs.  Cunninghame 
Graham,  Grartmore  ;  Mrs.  Gilchrist,  Sheffield ;  Miss  Edith  Gittins,  ^ 
Leicester ;  the  Bev.  Alan  Greenwell,  Leamington ;  Mrs.  J.  G.  . 
Grenfell,  London;  Mrs.  Stephenson  Hunter,  Oxford;  Mrs.  Hay- 
craft,  Brighton;  Mr.  Walter  Lewin,  Bebington ;  Mr.  Joseph 
Malins,  Birmingham;  Dr.  Kate  Mitchell,  London ;  Mrs.  Mitchell, 
Caerleon  ;  Miss  O'Dowde,  St.  Leonards ;  Mrs.  Pochin,  Bodnant ; 
A.  E.  Schaw-Protheroe,  Whitlands;  Mr.  G.  Beynolds,  North 
Shields ;  Miss  Robson,  South  Shields ;  Mrs.  Sibthorp,  London  ; 
2dx.  James  Stuart^  Edinburgh ;  Mrs.  Tebb,  Burstow ;  .  Miss  Anna 
Toung,  Glasgow. 


APPENDIX  A. 


LIT£EATU££  CIBCULATED. 

1.  The  Decision  in  the  Clitheroe  Case.    1/6  per  doz.,  8/-  per  100. 

2.  Reply  to  Mir.  S.  Snuth.  1/-  per  lOa 

3.  The  Ponfekm  oi  Women.  Mrs.  Mona  Caird.  1/- per  100. 

4.  The  Enfranchisement  of  Women.  No.  I.  )  Letters  on  Sir  A.  RolUt's 
6,     „  ff  „         M IL  '    BilL   Out  of  print. 

6.  Stiflmg  of  Debate.  Out  of  print. 

7.  Mr.  Jc^  Morley  and  Womb's  SuflBcage.  Out  <A  pnat, 

8.  Modem  Liberalism.   Out  of  print. 

9.  The  VabMadnaBmeat  of  W<Hnen :  an  Ancient  Right ;  a  Modem 

Need.    Mrs.  Mcllquham.    1/6  per  doz.,  8/-  per  100. 

IOl   WomsD  and  tfae  Local  B^aaduMS  in  England.  Via.  McDqaham. 

1/6  per  100.  ' 

11.  Biakgne  between  a  Member  o£  a  W.  L,  A.  and  a  newly  elected 

Liberal  M.P.  8/- per  100. 

12.  Beaeona  why  Women  ahtnild  have  the  Franohiae.  Mr.  John  Bofd 

Kinnear.  1/-  per  100. 

15.  Maxriage  and  Money.  Mr.  C.  M.  Beaumont.   1/-  per  100. 

14.   The  Law  of  Husband  and  Wife.   The  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Shand. 
1/6  per  100. 

16.  The  Law  of  IKvonoe.   (Rom  the  Scottiah  Leader.)   9d.  per  100. 
16.  Divocoe  Oinmlar. 

More  than  230,000  pamphlets,  leaflets,  and  drculars  have 
been  distributed  by  the  Union  ainoe  they  began  their  woik, 
and  before  tiie  Bucnundiam  Oonierenoe. 


19 


IITERATURE  OF  THE  BIRMINGHAM  CONFERENCE. 

17.  Women's  Emaacipatiicm  Uni<m :  its  Qr^in  and  Woric  2d.  each. 

18.  The  Rights  and  Duties  of  Women  in  Loeai  Government.  Mrs. 

MoDquham.  2/-  per  100. 

19.  The  Ednoation  of  Women.  Mr.  John  Boyd  Kinnear.  2/- per  100.  . 

20.  Women  and  the  Law  Covu:ts.   Mr.  Charles  M.  Beaiuuont.  2/- 

per  100. 

21.  Wcmian's  Position:  Social,  Physical,  and  Pohtical,   The  Lady 

Florence  Dixie.   2/6  per  100. 

S3.   Why  do  Women  want  the  FrandiiseP  Mis.  Mona  Gaiid.  2/6 

per  100. 


To/riemdt  taid  werhen,  frm  a/mpplim  nf  UUnOntn  for  Hatriitaim, 
Ida  be  mmt  en  tgfpkoation  to  the  Ban.  Sec  Mre.  WoUtenMme  Eb^f, 

Congleton. 


APPENDIX  B. 


In  the  Press. 
Ord&rs  we  now  reapectfuUy  ioUeited. 

WOMAN  FREE: 

The  Story  of  the  Physical,  Political,  and  Psychical 

Emancipation  of  Woman. 

By  ELLIS  ETHELMER. 

"  A  history  of  the  subjection  and  emancipation  of  Woman ; 
tc^ether  with  a  copious  treasmy  or  amoory  of  Notes  and 
Arguments  from  authoritative  and  widely  varied  sources  up  to 
date,  to  meet  every  allegation  advanced  against  woman's  general 
capabilities,  and  equality  of  human  right." 

"  The  Notes  form  a  veritable  cyclopaedia  of  Woman's  past  and 
present ;  tihey  supply  a  full  indictment  of  her  wrongs,  and  there 
are  forecasts  given  from  the  most  advanced  minds  as  to  her  future 
and  that  of  humanity.   •   .   .    The  work  is  carefully  indexed." 
Crown  8vo,  Cloth.  Price  Five  ShiIiUijgs  (post  free). 

PUBUSHBD  BY  THB 
WOMEN'S    EMANCIPATION  UNION. 

Hon.  Sec.— Mrs.  WOLSTENHOLMB  BLMY* 
BuxTOv  House,  CoirexsiOK. 

November,  1892, 


ORDER  FORM.] 

Cro«m8vo,0]otfa.  Price  SZ-^mt  free). 

Flease  forward  me  on  ^ublicaiion  cap  a/ 

*^Wormn  Free^''  as  above^       which  I  enclose  

Navne.....  

Address  


To  Mrs.  WOLSTENHOLMB  BLMY, 
Buxtoh  House,  CoxeuEToir. 


PETITIONS. 


If  you  ^e  willing  to  help  the  workers  df  Uie  Union,  you  can 

readily  do  so  by  collecting  signatures  to  petitions  in  support  of 
^  the  reforms  they  advocate.  It  wiU  be  most  useful  if  you  will 
write  out  a  petition  form  for  yourselves  and  your  friends.  If  you 
prafw  adopting  a  form  in  use  by  others.  UieioUowii^  ar9  i^m^ 
mraded : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
(Or  To  the  Hight  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal) 

in  Parliament  asseaibled. 
The  humble  Petition  of  the  Undersigned  sheweth : 

This  may  serve  for  any  Petition  ;  but  the  text  and  prayer  of  the 

Petition  itself  will  vary  with  the  subject.  ^  . 

Pa^uambntaky  Fbanchise  for  Wohb^. 

That  your  P^tioners  claim  for  women,  on  equal  terms  witii  men,  the 
protection  and  power  of  the  Parliamentary  vote. 

Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  pray  that  your  Honourable  House  (or 
your  Lordships)  will,  during  this  present  iseisicKl,  estatfift  for  womra 

the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  members  of  Parliament  on  the 
same  conditions  on  which  it  is,  or  may  be,  granted  to  men. 

Ambkdmeni  of  the  Law  of  Divorce. 

\  - 

That  the  existing  law  <^  divorce,  by  reason  of  its  inequality  and 

injustice,  is  demoralising  to  the  husband,  oppressive  and  degrading  to 
the  wife,  hurtful  to  domestic  and  gcci^  morality,  and  urgently  needs 
amenftijfient. 

»  "Wherefore  your  Petitioners  humbly  pray -that  your  Hcmourahle 
House  (or  your  Lordships)  will  pass  a  measure  establishing  the  law  of 
divorce  on  the  basis  of  Ic^  equality,  and  on  terms'  of  justice  and 
honour  for  both  husband  and  wifo. 

,  -  T  -  -  ,  _  \.  .  . 

Petition  Forms,  printed  or  written,  ready  for  signature,  and 
copies  of  this  and  other  papers  of  the  Women's  Emancipation 
Union,  may  be  had  by  application  to  the  Hon.  Sec,  Mrs. 
WoLSTia^HOLMB  Elmy,  Cpngleton,  Cheshire. 


